
The Netherlands Society Membership Policy

1. Purpose

This policy outlines how individuals can become members of The Netherlands Society, the 
rights and responsibilities that come with membership, and how voting membership 
safeguards the Society’s Dutch cultural traditions and heritage, as outlined in the 
Constitution’s purpose.

It operates alongside the Constitution and the Code of Conduct. The Constitution has 
priority where there is any conflict.

2. Membership Categories

The Constitution section 8.6 recognises three categories of membership:

 Ordinary Members – may participate fully in activities and receive all membership 
benefits but do not have voting rights at general meetings.

 Voting Members – enjoy all membership benefits and have voting rights at general 
meetings, as outlined in the Constitution.

 Honorary Members – granted at the Committee’s discretion for special service or 
contribution. They hold the same rights as voting members, including voting rights 
at general meetings as outlined in the Constitution.

With the exception of voting rights, all membership benefits apply equally to all members.

3. Dutch Cultural Heritage Proportion for Voting Members

To maintain the Society’s cultural objectives, a minimum of 70% of all voting members 
(voting + honorary combined) must have Dutch heritage or ties to the Netherlands.

3.1 Eligibility

A person may be admitted as a voting member if:

 They meet at least one Dutch cultural heritage criterion (see 3.2), or

 They do not meet the Dutch cultural  heritage criteria but their admission as a 
voting member will not cause the proportion of heritage-based voting members to 
fall below the 70% minimum.

If admission of a non-heritage applicant would reduce the proportion below 70%, or if the 
proportion is already below 70%, the applicant will be admitted as an ordinary member. 
Members may later request to be reconsidered for voting membership if circumstances 
allow.

3.2 Dutch Heritage Criteria

A person is considered to have Dutch heritage if they meet at least one of the following:

1. Born in the Netherlands, a current or former Dutch territory.



2. Holds or formerly held Dutch citizenship or permanent residency.

3. Has at least one parent or grandparent of Dutch origin.

4. Lived or worked in the Netherlands or a Dutch territory for at least two years.

3.3 Evidence of Heritage

Evidence may include, but is not limited to:

 Current or expired Netherlands passport.

 Netherlands or Netherlands-territory birth certificate.

 Proof of current or former residence (e.g. Personal Records Database (BRP) or Non-
residents Records Database (RNI) extract, address records).

 Membership of a Dutch cultural or professional organisation while residing in the 
Netherlands or a Dutch territory.

Evidence will be sighted and a redacted copy stored against the membership record. 
Identifying data ( for example passport numbers, licence numbers, Citizen service number 
(BSN), etc.) will be removed.
In some cases, the Committee may choose not to collect formal evidence (for example . long-
standing members known to the Society or new member known to meet Dutch heritage 
criteria as per 3.2).
If evidence is not provided at the time of application, the applicant will be admitted as an 
ordinary member. Evidence may be supplied later, at which time the membership category 
may be updated to voting.

4. Application and Renewal Process

1. How to Apply

1.1. Applications can be made online through the Membership Portal or by 
completing a form at the club.

1.2. Evidence of Dutch heritage (where applicable) may be uploaded via the portal or 
sighted in person at the club.

1.3. Existing ordinary members seeking to upgrade to voting membership may apply 
in writing or in person.

2. Processing and Approval

2.1. Applications are reviewed monthly by the Committee.

2.2. Upon payment, applicants are considered prospective members, entitled to 
membership benefits immediately.

2.3. The 12-month membership period begins on the date payment is received.



2.4. Voting rights commence only once the application is formally approved.

2.5. Approved members will receive a membership card stating the expiry date. 
Honorary members are issued lifetime cards without expiry.

3. Membership Duration and Renewal

3.1. Membership is valid for 12 months and cannot be paused, cancelled, or 
refunded.

3.2. Renewal opens 30 days prior to expiry, and renewal payments may be made 
either online or at the Society’s premises.

3.3. Email reminders will be issued at intervals determined by the Committee.

3.4. Benefits cease on expiry. A 30-day grace period applies for late renewal. After 
this, the membership record is archived, and renewal requires contacting the 
club by email or in person at the club.

3.5. Members who fail to pay within 30 days of the due date may have their rights 
suspended until fees are received.

5. Benefits

All members, regardless of category, enjoy:

 Participation in social, cultural, and community events.

 Access to newsletters and communications.

 Discounted food & beverages at most Netherlands  Society events

 Discounted tickets for Netherlands Society events

 Benefit from Netherlands Society membership offers (as outlined and periodically 
on the membership portal and/or website)

Benefits are subject to change from time to time.

6. Member Responsibilities

All members are expected to:

 Comply with the Constitution, this Membership Policy, and the Code of Conduct.

 Respect facilities, volunteers, and fellow members.

All members are also encouraged to actively support the Society by attending events and, 
where possible, volunteering to assist with activities, events, maintenance, or other 
contributions.



7. Privacy and Data Handling

 The Netherlands Society collects only the personal information necessary for 
membership administration.

 All data is handled in accordance with privacy law.

 Evidence will be sighted and redacted copies stored securely.

 Evidence provided will not be shared without consent unless legally required.

 Some membership details (such as full name, membership number, and expiry date) 
may be shared with organisations that provide membership benefits (e.g. discounts 
or offers), solely to validate the currency of membership.

8. Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed by the Netherlands Society Committee from time to time.

Date of last review & approval: 14 October 2025
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